AUGUST 2021 | No 1151

04

DEVELOPMENT
ADDRESSES HOUSING
SHORTAGES

12

RENOVATING: WHAT
EVERY HOMEOWNER
NEEDS TO KNOW

20

TURN UNWANTED
GOODS INTO
COVID-19 RELIEF

CONTENTS AND CREDITS

12

CONTENTS
EDITOR’S MESSAGE

24 The value of building-in appliances

COVER STORY

31 Exports to drive further growth
for synthetic polymers

03 Let’s build our nation

28 Concrete machines for precast
manufacturing

04 Development to address
housing shortages

24

32 New solar panels for africa

MBA NEWS

FEATURES

11 Master Builders KwaZulu-Natal AGM

38 New retail centre for Eastern Cape

07 POPIA explained

35 Hotel gets new lease on life

12 Key steps for homeowners when
undertaking projects

TECHNICAL

40 Strong focus on sustainability in
CCSA’s new handbook

INDUSTRY NEWS

16 Roofing company gets new owner

40 The use of coal ash in cost-effective
road construction

18 Encouraging civil engineering
careers in KZN

PEOPLE

20 Turn unwanted assets into COVID-19
relief funding

45 Cement & Concrete SA rises to
new heights

17 New revenue stream for
construction companies

35
South African Builder is the official
journal of Master Builders South Africa,
established in 1923. The opinions
expressed by contributors are not
necessarily those of Master Builders
South Africa. SA Builder is a registered
trademark of Master Builders South
Africa. Any use of this trademark without
the express and written approval
of Master Builders South Africa is
prohibited. No material contained
herein may be reproduced in whole or in
part without the prior written permission
of the publisher.
PUBLISHER
Isikhova Media (Pty) Ltd
10th Floor, Metal Box, 25 Owl Street,

INNOVATION

23 New ceiling tiles

Milpark, Johannesburg, South Africa
Tel: +27 11 883 4627
www.sabuilder.co.za
www.isikhova.co.za
CONTRIBUTIONS
Master Builders South Africa
Tel: +27 11 205 9000
E-mail: editor@sabuilder.co.za
www.masterbuilders.org.za
EDITORIAL CONTENT
Media Savvy
Denel Aviation Park
Atlas Road, Kempton Park
Tel: +27 11 973 0108
E-mail: media@mediasavvy.biz
www.mediasavvy.co.za

43 Being a good neighbour and supplier

GLOBAL VIEW

46 Affordable housing lessons from Kenya

Editor: Raymond Campling
Tel: 076 297 2775
E-mail: editor@sabuilder.co.za
Regional editor: John Thomé
Tel: 072 848 0299
E-mail: john@sabuilder.co.za
Managing director: Imraan Mahomed
E-mail: imraan@isikhova.co.za

Media specialists:
Wendy Ansell
Tel: 082 561 2232
E-mail: wendy@isikhova.co.za
Ruwayda Mahomed
Tel: 072 383 3203
E-mail: ruwayda@isikhova.co.za

Pubishing director: Jason Aarons
E-mail: jason@isikhova.co.za
Director: Brand Strategy: Jenny Justus
Tel: 083 450 6052
E-mail: jenny@isikhova.co.za
Creative director: Joanne Brook
E-mail: joanne@isikhova.co.za

Free download available on: www.sabuilder.co.za | Twitter: @Builders_SA | Facebook: @SouthAfricanBuilder

AUGUST 2021 SOUTH AFRICAN BUILDER

01

SUMMIT
ALL THE INSULATION

AND CEILING
SOLUTIONS UNDER

ONE ROOF

Summit XPS insulation
boards, cornices, trapdoors
and our Knauf insulation range
set a new standard in quality
and affordability. A proud
member of the Swartland family,
all Summit products are made
from high-quality materials
to ensure you get long-lasting
performance, peace of mind
and value for money.
For more information visit
www.summitxps.co.za or call us
on 0861 22 3444.

EDITOR’S MESSAGE

LET’S BUILD OUR NATION
Not long ago, most South Africans shared a belief that
the Rainbow Nation was destined for greatness and
that our unified country would rise above its past to
take its place among the world’s strongest.
Sadly, however, our path to greatness is littered with
pitfalls and divides that need to be bridged before
we can move on, as a nation. Socially, politically and
physically we need to change our mindset to building
our nation on the strong foundations which have
already been laid.
As fast as wedges are driven between us, let us
remove them and build a nation of inclusivity where

A LIFE WELL LIVED
The sad news of the passing of John Thomé (68),
well-loved construction sector commentator, has
left the industry shocked as it comes to terms
with the loss of a great man.
An explorer and nature enthusiast, John was
passionate about many things and wore his
heart on his sleeve when it came to nurturing the
people and things he loved most. Despite being
gregarious in public, John preferred a quieter
life surrounded by the splendours of nature in his
beloved African wilderness.
Atop his trusty 4x4 on his own adventure, or
stoking the flames of other people’s expeditions
by assisting with bookings or planning
unforgettable overland trips into the unknown
bushveld of southern Africa, he had many stories
to tell of a life well lived.
Most people reading this obituary will know John
in his role as a writer and former editor of SA
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every citizen has equal rights and opportunities. Let us
start with what has been destroyed in the recent riots,
but continue once the physical damage has been
repaired. Let us carry on building the great nation we
dreamed of all those years ago.
Let us start rebuilding the shops, schools and
businesses. Then let us put our shoulders to the wheel
to deliver houses for families, bridges to connect
communities and highways to take us into the future.
South Africa is destined for greatness. We have the
power, the passion and the goodwill to keep building it,
one brick – and one vision – at a time. Ke nako, Afrika!

Builder, which he served
through both the good
times and the turbulence
of the construction
downturn towards the
end of his career. Even
in the midst of one of
the greatest challenges
mankind has known in
recorded history with the Covid-19 pandemic, John
put up his hand and volunteered to help the new
team resuscitate the publication for the good of
the industry. Sadly, it was this same disease that
ultimately claimed his life.
There are too many words needed to describe
the kind, ever-positive, fun-loving, yet intellectual
gentleman who was John Thomé. As his soul takes
off on his next adventure, we wish him peace
exploring the great wilderness among the stars.
We express our condolences to his sons, Simon
and Jonathan.
Hamba kahle, John. Rest easy, our dear friend.
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DEVELOPMENT
TO ADDRESS
HOUSING
SHORTAGES
A large international property investment firm has
announced a US$36-million (approximately R500
million) commitment to Divercity Urban Property
Fund, an affordable housing platform focused on the
regeneration of South African cities.
The CDC Group, the UK’s development finance
institution and one of the largest impact investors in
Africa, will fund the construction and management
of more than 2 500 new residential units over the
next five years, predominantly in Johannesburg. It
will provide quality, affordable and environmentally
sustainable housing for low- and middle-income
households in well-located, but under-invested
neighbourhoods in major South African urban centres.
This transaction was also funded by South African
impact investor Futuregrowth and existing Divercity
shareholders.
South Africa faces a housing shortage of about 2,3
million units. A significant majority of its lower-cost
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housing is built on the urban periphery. This limits
residential options for low- and middle-income
households to predominantly informal, congested and
low-quality housing on the outskirts of cities. It also
impedes access to essential services such as schools,
healthcare facilities, public transport networks
and employment hubs needed for improved social
inclusion and living standards.
RENTAL HOUSING
CDC’s capital will enable Divercity to grow its rental
housing platform that provides low- and middleincome households with safe, inclusive and affordable
housing options. Construction of the new residential
units will help address the growing housing deficit and
issues of spatial segregation in the country, meeting
the needs of people with limited housing options,
including women, single parents and young families.
Up to 4 000 construction and permanent operational
jobs are expected to be created, resulting in new
economic opportunities and boosting employment.
(Above): Jewel City in the Maboneng Precinct, Johannesburg.
(Right): Carel Kleynhans, CEO of Divercity.
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The new units will be constructed to green building
standards, demonstrating both CDC’s and Divercity’s
commitment to minimising greenhouse gas emissions
and supporting climate change mitigation. This is in
alignment with CDC’s commitment to invest from a
climate lens.
Divercity has also acquired its residential property
and asset manager, Ithemba Property, which has a
20-year track record in managing affordable rental
housing. Through the creative design and structure
of this platform by investors CDC, Ithemba and
Atterbury, Divercity will be underpinned
by market-leading property development
and asset management expertise
in rental housing, which will be a
competitive differentiator.
HOUSING SHORTAGE
According to Samir Abhyankar, managing
director and head of direct private equity
at the CDC Group, cities in sub-Saharan
Africa are experiencing rapid population
growth, leading to an increasing shortage of housing
units. Low-income populations are particularly
affected.
“With our re-entry as an equity investor in SA, we’re
proud to have partnered with Atterbury and Ithemba
to set up Divercity as a leading affordable and
sustainable housing platform in SA. The investment
will help promote inclusive growth and enhance
social and economic integration in the country.
CDC’s patient capital and development expertise
can help accelerate growth, improve living conditions
and support the livelihoods of low-income and
vulnerable households,” he says.
With investment in Africa’s housing sector
constrained, CDC’s counter-cyclical funding
can stimulate local housing markets and drive
transformative economic, inclusive and sustainable
impact in SA and other African countries.

“CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW
RESIDENTIAL UNITS WILL HELP ADDRESS
THE GROWING HOUSING DEFICIT.”
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POPULATION GROWTH
“Urban population growth and a challenging macroeconomic environment necessitate patient and longterm investments that will help close the gap between
demand and supply in SA’s housing market.
“We’re delighted that our investment in Divercity
will support the developer to deliver rental housing
that will meet the housing needs of groups within the
low- and middle-income bracket. We’re confident
that CDC’s investment will have a demonstrational
effect on commercial investors, triggering greater
investment in the housing sector,” says
Ilaria Benucci, head of construction and
real estate at the CDC Group.
Carel Kleynhans, CEO of Divercity, agrees.
“We’re delighted to welcome CDC to the
Divercity partnership. I’m confident that it
will add significant value to the fund’s goal
of changing the face of affordable rental
housing in SA and establishing it as an
investment-grade asset class,” he says.
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
This investment by CDC helps contribute to the
United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) on decent work and economic growth (SDG 8),
on sustainable cities and communities (SDG 11) and on
combatting climate change and its impact (SDG 13).

FAST FACTS
• The investment will fund the construction
of more than 2 500 new and green affordable
residential units in neighbourhoods, expanding
housing options close to economic opportunities for low- and middle-income households.
• The transaction also led to Divercity’s
acquisition of Ithemba Property, which will
enable day-to-day management of its
residential units.
• The commitment is expected to create
2 000-4 000 construction and permanent
operational jobs, creating economic
opportunities and boosting employment.
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MODERN DESIGN. MADE THE OLD-FASHIONED WAY.
At Swartland, we only know one way to make doors and windows, and that’s to last. Our Kenzo
range is built from strong, lightweight aluminium-alloy frames allowing for expansive walls
of light, space and seamless integration with nature. Kenzo windows and doors require very
little maintenance and never need to be painted – the perfect combination of durability and
affordability. All products are SANS 613 certiﬁed and compliant.
Call us on 086 110 2425 or visit kenzoaluminium.co.za for more info.

MBA NEWS

POPIA EXPLAINED
Danie Hattingh, past president
and executive committee
member of the Master Builders’
Association Western Cape
(MBAWC) and principal officer of
the pension fund at the Building
Industry Bargaining Council,
explains how the POPI Act will
affect the construction industry.
The Protection of Personal
Information Act (POPIA) 4 of 2013
came into effect on 1 July 2021.
The Act has been promulgated to
protect individuals and businesses
from the misuse and abuse of
personal information, for example,

in financial fraud and identity theft.
Companies are now legally obliged
to protect the privacy of the
information and data they gather.
Hattingh says: “The POPI Act will
impact all businesses, regardless
of their nature or size. Those in the
construction industry, which is one
of the leading employment providers and economic contributors,
will need to ensure that they’re
compliant to avoid data breaches
and reputational harm.”
(Above): Danie Hattingh, past president and
executive committee member of the Master
Builders’ Association Western Cape (MBAWC).

“A BUSINESS CAN’T KEEP A RECORD OF PERSONAL
INFORMATION ONCE THE REASON OR NEED FOR WHICH
IT WAS COLLECTED NO LONGER EXISTS.”
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GUARDING INFORMATION
“The first step employers can take
to safeguard against liability in
terms of POPIA is to ensure that
their employees’ consent is obtained and that the processing of
their personal information is done
for a specific purpose,” he says.
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In addition to obtaining consent,
Hattingh mentions that it is imperative for employees to know what
their personal information will be
used for. The Act further requires
that organisations justify why they
are holding personal information.
This measure forces employers to
assess what information it gathers,
be it from employees, clients,
service providers or other third
parties, and helps determine
whether the information gathered
is indeed necessary.
“Under the POPI Act, a business
can’t keep a record of personal
information once the reason or
need for which it was collected no
longer exists,” Hattingh explains.
BROADER INDUSTRY
In addition to the impact on
their own employees, the Act will
impact the construction industry in
a number of other ways, including
the following:
1. Suppliers: Supplier companies
will have to review the methods
they use to conduct their direct
marketing campaigns.
2. External communication:
Communication shared with
clients may require authorisation
from the company’s target markets.
3. Incident management:
Organisations will need to
set up an incident management
process to handle any data
breaches in the sharing of
personal information.
4. Contract amendments:
Existing contracts and
obligations of service providers
will need to be amended in
accordance with the Act.
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• Ensuring that personal data is
always up to date.

“THE POPI ACT WILL
IMPACT ALL BUSINESSES,
REGARDLESS OF THEIR
NATURE OR SIZE.”
Businesses within the construction
sector can ensure that they are
POPIA-compliant by:
• Appointing an information
officer – this is mandatory for all
companies in South Africa.
• Maintaining a catalogue of data
protection threats.
• Regularly monitoring privacy
business practices.
• Performing regular data
protection threat assessments.
• Having an open-book policy
with clients and advising
them about the information the
organisation is storing.
• Conducting awareness
sessions with employees,
clients, stakeholders and other
third parties.

SOME BENEFITS
Hattingh mentions that, although
the Act might seem onerous,
it comes with benefits as well,
particularly for the construction
sector. “Private employee
records will now be stored
more effectively and can be
discarded once contracts come
to an end. Clients will feel more
comfortable knowing that their
personal information is kept
secure and not shared or sold
to third parties. Another benefit
of the Act is that it empowers
companies by requiring that their
internal processes and policies
be reviewed often in order to
comply,” says Hattingh.
Prior to the POPI Act coming into
effect on 1 July 2021, Information
Regulator chairperson - Pansy
Tlakula reported that technical
glitches with the registration
system were being experienced
due to the increased volume of
traffic on the site. However, the
regulator assured that, as a result,
no penalties would be applied
for late registration. The MBAWC
encourages members to monitor
the situation and to register when
these issues have been rectified.
The MBAWC values and supports
the POPI Act and members can be
assured that their information is
securely stored. “We’ve appointed
an information officer to oversee
the implementation of POPIA in
the organisation. When requested,
we’re also assisting our smaller
member companies to reach
POPIA compliance,” says Hattingh.
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CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTING SUPPORT A-Z
ARE YOU AN ESTABLISHED CONTRACTOR STRUGGLING TO AVOID CLAIMS??

MBA North has the solution
for you! No lawyers
or costly litigation. We offer
25 years of construction
dispute resolution
experience.
We offer you 4 packages to
help you with every stage of
contracting & keep you
from disputes.

PACKAGE 1: TENDER RISK ASSESSMENT
•
•

Review of proposed terms and conditions,
amendments to standard-form contracts
Review of pricing strategy

PACKAGE 2: PRE-CONTRACT SIGNING REVIEW

Contact:
lizelle@mbanorth.co.za
www.mbanorth.co.za

•
•

Negotiate contractual terms and conditions with client
Assist with procuring of guarantees and insurances

PACKAGE 3: CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
•
•

Attend to the preparation of extension of time &
loss & expense claims
Assist with management of the programme

PACKAGE 4: DISPUTE ASSISTANCE
•
•

MBA advert avoid claims.indd 2

Drafting of all correspondence required by the contract
Assistance with procuring the services of an
alternative dispute resolution practitioner

2020/11/30 1:00 PM
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MASTER BUILDERS KWAZULU-NATAL AGM
The KwaZulu-Natal Master Builders
& Allied Industries Association (KZN
MBA) held its 120th annual general
meeting on 29 June 2021 online via
the MS Teams platform.
The time-honoured ceremony
saw Bhekisisa Samson Ngcongo
of the Dambuza Community
Development Trust elected to a
third consecutive term as president
of the association.
In his address to members, he
stated that the past year had been
marred by the onslaught of the
Covid-19 pandemic and restrictions,
yet it was pleasing to note that
amidst this tumultuous period, the
association had weathered the
storm and made every effort to
keep itself and the industry afloat.
He commended the executive
director for the lead role played
alongside other stakeholders in
uniting the industry to speak with
one voice under the banner of
Construction Alliance SA (CASA).
“This marked a significant shift
for the South African construction
industry, with collaborative efforts
on the radar to find joint industry
solutions,” said Ngcongo.
Executive director Vikashnee
Harbhajan reported on the
association’s activities for the
period under review, stating that
it had performed well, despite the
many challenges presented by the
Covid-19 pandemic. “In order to
help members navigate the severe
financial challenges that disrupted
the industry in 2020, the association
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applied a significant discount to
membership fees,” he said.
Members were provided with
information on health and safety
protocols and a Covid-19 site
induction video. The association
once again boasted an unqualified
audit and it was encouraging that
membership figures were retained
at the close of the financial year.
The message to the industry was
that it was imperative to focus
on opportunities for growth and
drive sustainable infrastructure
development together.

• François Louw, MET Builders
• Thobekile Ndlovu,
Thobethulani Trading
• Ash Sewraj, Deck,
Steel & Concrete
• Mark Stewart, Stefanutti Stocks
• Kalwyn Ramiah,
WBHO Construction
• Nelson Rodrigues,
Grinaker-LTA (co-opted)

The executive council for the next
term of office is as follows:
• Bhekisisa Samson Ngcongo,
Dambuza Community
Development Trust – president
• Joyce Dolly Tembe, Sakhisizwe
Development Training –
immediate past president
• Patricia Moodley, Globacon –
vice-president
• Lance Ridl, Ridl Construction –
vice-president
• Marcus Gonzalves, FS Gonzalves
Construction – vice-president
• Moegamat Behardien,
MET Developments
• Vivekananda Venketas Naidoo,
2C Projects
• Thys Blom, Plankonsult
• Craig Gainsford, GVK-Siya Zama
Building Contractors

(Above, from top): Bhekisisa Samson Ngcongo,
president of the KZN MBA and Vikashnee
Harbhajan, executive director of the KZN MBA.
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KEY STEPS FOR HOMEOWNERS

WHEN UNDERTAKING PROJECTS
Here are 15 key steps
that every homeowner
should consider when
undertaking building or
renovation work
1. PLANNING AND BUDGETING
Proper planning is essential – and
so is knowing what you want
and can afford. This will help
prevent use of cheap and often
unregistered contractors who are
not bound by any specific code of
ethics. It is important that you use
the services of a reputable building
contractor. Clarity on what you
need and a realistic assessment of
your finances are essential parts of
planning that must be done as the
first step.
2. PLANS AND
PLANNING PERMISSION
Whether you want to build a
house, add on a granny flat or
alter existing buildings, you
need to know whether planning
permission is necessary. As a
general rule, you will need plans
or planning permission for all
building work except minor
alterations inside your home.
But check this first, because
each local authority has different
requirements. A phone call or
personal visit to your municipality
offices at the outset can save you
a lot of problems later on. For
additions or major alterations,
you should ask an architect or a
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qualified draughtsman to draw up
plans and specifications for the
work required.
3. CHOOSING A
BUILDING CONTRACTOR
If you do not know a suitable
building contractor, search
the directories of the Master
Builders’ Associations of member
enterprises operating in your area
who do the type of job you want.
Master Builders SA is made up
of regional associations which
have offices in most provinces
and websites with reputable
contractors you can use. You can
also ask friends or neighbours
who have had building work done
for recommendatins. All regional
associations have links on the
Master Builders SA website (www.
masterbuilders.org.za) that you can
use as a starting point.
4. WHAT ABOUT THE PRICE?
Your building contractor will
discuss the work with you and give
you an estimate of the cost. If you
already have proper plans and
specifications prepared, it is always
a good idea to ask for quotations
from more than one reputable
building contractor. If it is a small
job that does not require proper
plans, it is essential to provide
your builder with a detailed written
description of what you want and/
or to explain your requirements

to him carefully on site, so that he
can ask questions. You can then
ask him for a detailed estimate in
writing. Large contracts can be put
out to tender and where work is
carried out under the supervision
of an architect, it is wise to be
guided by him.

“AS A GENERAL RULE, YOU
WILL NEED PLANS OR
PLANNING PERMISSION FOR
ALL BUILDING WORK EXCEPT
MINOR ALTERATIONS
INSIDE YOUR HOME.”

Do not forget that there is a big
difference between a cost estimate
and a detailed, written offer to
carry out the work. Do not sign
anything until you are sure that your
builder’s offer is firm and clear and
covers all your requirements.

conditions, so that they all price
on the same basis. Ensure that
the question of VAT is clear on the
quotation. If the work is extensive,
ensure that all quotations
are based on model contract
conditions. When you have chosen
your building contractor, make
sure you confirm your acceptance
of his quotation in writing.
6. CONDITIONS OF CONTRACT
Sometimes a small job can be
carried out without a standard
form of contract. A written
quotation and a signed acceptance
of the agreed price will protect
both parties in law. If the work is
substantial, it would be wise to use
a model building contract, which
is approved by Master Builders
SA. These are well established
and ensure a fair deal for both
parties. In any event, do not start
work without a definite written
agreement which sets out clearly
what has been agreed, as well as
the rights and obligations of both
parties to the agreement. Model
building contracts are available
as hard copies and in electronic
format from your local Master
Builders’ Association, whose
contact details are available at:
www.masterbuilder.org.za.
7. INSURANCE
Before starting any building
work, check that your building

5. ACCEPTING THE BUILDING
CONTRACTOR’S QUOTATION
If you ask more than one building
contractor for a quotation,
make sure that each one
is quoting on the same
written specifications and
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contractor is covered by the
appropriate insurance, such as
public liability and contract works
insurance. It is also essential
to inform your own insurance
company that you will be having
alteration work or renovations
done and to ensure that you have
suitable insurance cover.
8. BEFORE THE
BUILDING WORK STARTS
Before any work is started, discuss
questions such as storage space
for materials, the provision of a
place for workers to have their
meals and the use of ablution and
toilet facilities. You will also need
to be sure of arrangements for
the supply of water and electricity
while work is in progress. Once
again, proper planning before
you start work could save you
and your family a great deal of
inconvenience.
9. ORDER OF WORK AND
REMOVAL OF DEBRIS OR WASTE
To avoid unforeseen problems,
discuss the order of work with your
building contractor first so that the
necessary rooms or spaces can be
cleared, items stored away, dust
sheets laid over furniture, etc. Your
contractor should clean up during
the work and when the job is
complete. Do not forget to discuss
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the question of a convenient
place for debris and rubble and
confirm who is responsible for its
removal. This should be put in
writing on the agreement you sign
with the contractor.
Familiarise yourself with
the municipal by-laws and
homeowners’ or body corporate
rules regarding noise, dust, litter,
etc. Remember that building
operations may cause a nuisance
to your neighbours and damage
the environment.
10. EXTRA WORK
AND/OR VARIATONS
There should not be any extra work
needed if your initial specification
covered everything. It is best to
try to avoid changes because
extras and/or variations
can be expensive.
Where they are
necessary, establish
the costs before the
work is carried out and
confirm any changes in
writing. Always give your
instructions to the building

contractor, rather than to the
workmen on site. This will ensure
good communication.
11. PAYMENT
As a rule, you should not be asked
for any payment before the work
commences. Beware of a builder
who asks for money upfront for
any reason. You could be heading
for problems and this is a definite
red flag. If the job is a big one and
you have a contract agreement,
you will probably be required
to pay interim amounts on
completion of certain sections,
as specified in the contract. For a
small job, you will normally only
pay one lump sum when the work
is satisfactorily completed.
12. FINAL INSPECTION
When the work is complete,
inspect it with your building
contractor, who may ask you to
sign that you have seen it and
are satisfied. If you have any
doubts about any part of the job
that cannot be corrected right
away, it is essential to make your
comments in writing immediately.
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13. DEFECTS
As a consumer, you are protected
by law against any defects which
may appear within a reasonable
time after the building is
finished. Be sure to put your
complaints in writing as soon as
any defect becomes apparent.
Model forms of contract, such as
those available from the Master
Builders’ Associations, protect
the consumer against patent
defects – ie, where materials
or workmanship deviate from
the specifications set out in
the initial agreement. To avoid
problems, discuss this aspect of
the agreement with your builder
before signing it. Ensure that you
both understand your respective
rights and obligations.

idea to take photographs of it
before work commences as well,
so that you have proof of what it
looked like before the renovation
began.) Be as clear and concise as
possible and suggest a solution
that you would find acceptable.
The association will contact the

14. COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE
If you have any problems with the
building work that you cannot
solve easily, there are people
who can help. If the building
contractor is a member of a
Master Builders’ Association in
your region, submit a written
complaint to it clearly stating
your complaint and including
photographs, if possible. (If
the job involves renovating an
existing structure, it is a good

member and ask him to attend to
your complaint. If the matter is not
resolved, the association may also
help with mediation and dispute
resolution procedures if a member
is involved. It is a good idea to
keep copies of all correspondence
and relevant documents. Links
to Master Builders’ Associations’
websites are available at www.
masterbuilders.org.za and include
contact details you can use for
this purpose.

“AS A RULE, YOU
SHOULD NOT BE ASKED
FOR ANY PAYMENT
BEFORE THE WORK
COMMENCES. BEWARE
OF A BUILDER WHO ASKS
FOR MONEY UPFRONT
FOR ANY REASON.”

ABOUT MASTER BUILDERS SA
Master Builders SA is the federation of registered employer
associations representing contractors and employers operating in
the building industry and is regulated in terms of Section 107 of the
Labour Relations Act, Act 66 of 1995. Its primary role is to promote
best business practice, growth, development and sustainability, to
establish and maintain strategic relationships, and to interact with
government on national issues. The federation’s members represent
some 4 000 contractors in all provinces of SA.
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Master Builders’ Associations
expect their members to maintain
a high standard of conduct and
efficiency and have accordingly
drawn up a code of conduct to
which all members are required
to adhere. Complaints against
members are treated very
seriously. After ascertaining all
the facts, associations are usually
able to mediate a mutually
acceptable resolution. However,
if the member is found guilty
of transgressing the code of
conduct, they can be suspended
or expelled. The code of conduct
focuses on the members’ skills (all
members must have the requisite
technical qualifications), integrity
and responsibility.
However, if the builder is not a
member of a Master Builders’
Association, you can contact
the Consumer Goods & Services
Ombudsman at: www.cgso.
org.za for advice. Sometimes a
consumer journalist of a local
newspaper or a consumer rights
TV or radio programme might
be able to help, because nobody
likes bad publicity. If the dispute
involves a small amount (less than
R15 000), the Small Claims Court
may be able to help.
15. A FINAL WORD OF ADVICE
Beware of unregistered
contractors who often provide
“cheap” quotes. Remember
that a good building contractor
values his reputation as much
as he does his satisfied clients.
However, even the most skilled
person cannot do a good job for
less than its true price. Ultimately,
like everything else, you get what
you pay for.
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ROOFING
COMPANY
GETS NEW
OWNER
Global Roofing Solutions has been
acquired by Rockwood Private
Equity, a local private equity
investor with significant experience
of investing in and growing
manufacturing companies in SA.
In July 2020, when the parent of
GRS, Consolidated Steel Industries, was placed in business
rescue, the management team of
GRS acted with care and consideration to protect all stakeholder

interests, including ensuring that
customer inconvenience was kept
to a minimum.
“From the outset, we pledged
to keep stakeholders up to date
with key developments and to
demonstrate our appreciation
for their trust and support,” says
Andrew Winter, CEO of Global
Roofing Solutions.
“With the support of our
employees, creditors, funders,
insurers and landlords, we’ve
implemented the essential ‘rightsizing’ steps to create a focused,
lean, appropriately funded
business capable of long-term,
sustainable growth. One of the
most heartening aspects of this
outcome is that we’ve preserved
310 jobs and, with them, the skills
and expertise to support the
business into the future.”

He adds that the company will
trade on its strengths, including:
• Its innovative product, Klip-Tite
Concealed Fix.
• A strong technical and quality
division with years of
experience in the industry.
• A national footprint and
unsurpassed mobile mill fleet
ready to meet all roofing needs.
• Skilled employees who are
dedicated and motivated.
• Sufficient manufacturing
capacity to meet orders.
• A regional footprint across SA,
Botswana and Namibia.
• The ability to supply “on spec
and on time”, as well as excellent
relationships with local suppliers
and a well-developed import
strategy.

INDUSTRY NEWS

NEW REVENUE STREAM FOR
CONSTRUCTION COMPANIES
systems, climate control, lights,
curtains and even ovens, washing
machines and other appliances to
be controlled via a computer or
cellphone. In time, the long-fi IoT
network will become pervasive and
will not require access to standard
wi-fi and computer networks,
which can easily be hacked.

Investing in cryptocurrencies has
become a reality for individuals
and businesses in the construction
industry, thanks to the release of a
new crypto-collecting hotspot that
is designed to earn money while
providing a long-range wi-fi network
for the Internet of Things (IoT).
Similar in appearance to a traditional wi-fi router, the SenseCAP
M1 is placed in the office or home
and collects helium network tokens
(HNT) as an incentive for building
its IoT network. This is what
makes the Helium cryptocurrency
unique, as it is backed by physical
infrastructure intended to provide
a worldwide network of longrange long-fi that will enable
household or industrial devices to
be monitored and controlled over
the Internet via the IoT.
Coverage of the globe with long-fi
is largely driven by investment and
the ability to earn thousands of US
dollars’ worth of cryptocurrency
per month in busy hubs. Quieter
areas still earn a tidy sum which
usually covers the cost of the
hotspot within a few months and
then allows ongoing earnings of
HNT tokens. The coverage map
can be viewed at: https://explorer.
helium.com/hotspots.
Ernest Campling, managing
director of Euca Technologies,
the distributor of SenseCAP M1
devices in Africa, Europe and the
Middle East, says that in a business
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environment, such devices are
typically used in pharmaceutical,
facility management, equipment,
agricultural, food, tracking and
other industries that require onthe-minute monitoring and control
of devices such as controlling
equipment, air quality, irrigation,
cold storage, building management
and vehicle monitoring, etc.
The long-range capability of long-fi
(up to 15km) also enables household
automation of equipment such as
gate motors, access control, alarm

The SenseCap routers are fully
guaranteed and can be installed
in an office or house in minutes to
begin collecting HNT cryptotokens
and roll out long-fi connectivity
to all areas of SA and abroad.
Zoomable world coverage maps
show how Asia, Europe and the
USA, in particular, as well as other
parts of the globe, have quickly
adopted the technology and
covered entire regions with long-fi.
(Above): Ernest Campling of Euca Technologies.

* The views in this article should not be construed
as financial advice.

(Above): Seeed Studios SenseCAP M1 long-fi hotspot and crypto-collecting device.
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ENCOURAGING CIVIL ENGINEERING

CAREERS IN KZN
The KZN branch of Cement & Concrete SA (CCSA) has launched
a “Careers in Concrete” initiative in which two University of KZN
(UKZN) civil engineering students will be awarded experiential work
opportunities at concrete-related enterprises in the province.
The selected students will be given the opportunity of gaining handson experience during university vacations at the Durban operations
of Contest and Naidu Consulting. Contest, established in 1984, is a
leading KZN service provider in concrete testing and technology, while
Naidu Consulting is a respected national consulting engineering firm
established in 1999.
(Left): Kevin Volmink, chairperson of the KZN branch of Cement & Concrete SA, which is planning to
establish a Student Chapter at UKZN.
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Kevin Volmink, chairperson of
the CCSA KZN branch, says the
branch is planning to establish a
Student Chapter of CCSA at UKZN
to organise concrete events for
BSc civil engineering students
and stimulate interest in concreterelated careers.

decide on the appropriate
repair methods. This is typical
of the important infrastructural
preservation role you’ll perform
in a career in concrete,” Ayer told
the students.

LOCAL LAUNCH
Speaking at the online launch
of “Careers in Concrete”, Dr
Moses Kiliswa, senior lecturer
at the Department of Civil
Engineering at UKZN, said the
concrete industry offered diverse
opportunities for qualified civil
engineers who would inevitably
have to deal with concrete issues
throughout their careers.
“It’s become important, however,
to acquire specialist skills in
fields such as concrete research,
durability, rehabilitation and
design, as this would boost your
status in the industry and could
make you a sought-after specialist
consultant,” he told the dozens of
students who attended the event.
Kerusha Ayer from Naidu
Consulting summarised some
of the wide-ranging concrete
projects in which the company is
involved, including conducting
tests to determine remedial
measures for deteriorating bridge
structures in KZN. “The tests
include establishing compressive
strength, durability, thickness of
concrete cover, chloride profiling
and carbonisation.

“THE CONCRETE INDUSTRY
OFFERS DIVERSE CAREER
OPPORTUNITIES FOR
QUALIFIED CIVIL ENGINEERS.”

Donovan Leach of Contest said
concrete testing was another
vital aspect of civil engineering
and offered enormous career
opportunities. “This is why
Contest offered an internship
for a selected student. For
example, we’re currently involved
in concrete testing for collapsed
structures for the Department
of Labour, among other projects
affecting the national economy,”
he stated, urging students to join
organisations such as the CCSA
to make full use of networking to
boost their careers.
Salome Naicker, SANRAL project
manager in KZN, told the civil
engineering students that the
first five years of employment
after graduation were likely
to determine their individual
specialised fields. “It’s therefore
important that you weigh up all
the options before joining your
first employer,” she added, before
outlining some of the major
road-building and rehabilitation
projects SANRAL is now handling
throughout SA.

TECHNICAL SOLUTIONS
“We’ve found that carbonisation is
a major factor in the deterioration
of the concrete bridges. As
consulting engineers, we must
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TURN UNWANTED ASSETS INTO
COVID-19 RELIEF FUNDING
Concrete manufacturing companies with their backs
to the wall due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions can
turn to auctions to raise much-needed capital without
changing the fundamentals of the business.
Auctioning of unwanted assets provides
a quick and safe way to inject capital
into an ailing business, especially where
business finance is difficult to obtain or
cash is needed in a hurry. Raising money
in this manner has the added advantage
of minimising debt, as repayment of
bank loans can be problematic in cashstrapped situations.
According to Ciena Bester of the SA
Institute of Auctioneers (SAIA), there are a number of
compelling reasons that businesses should consider a
spring-clean to clear out unused or unwanted assets.

“AUCTIONING OF UNWANTED ASSETS
PROVIDES A QUICK AND SAFE WAY TO INJECT
CAPITAL INTO AN AILING BUSINESS.”
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There are fewer risks involved in selling goods at an
auction, the seller exchanges goods for cash and the
items are sold as they are, where they stand.
EASY STEPS
“The process is simple and requires an
asset list to be compiled and verified by
the auctioneer to ensure that all items
are present and saleable and that they
understand the seller’s expectations.
The next step is to sign a mandate which
clearly stipulates the terms of engagement
and allows the auctioneer to sell the items
and to clarify the terms and conditions
and requirements for the buyers.
“The auctioneer then puts together a catalogue or
auction list and commences advertising in appropriate
media during the run-up to the auction. All items will
be sold on the auction day to the highest bidder, as
per the seller’s confirmation. The buyer then has a
certain number of days to pay and remove their goods,
transfer ownership and complete their transactions.
(Above): Ciena Bester of the SA Institute of Auctioneers.
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After this, the auctioneer
completes and closes the said
auction, and pays the sellers.
“Auctions enable you to buy goods
in bulk at a reasonable price. Some
buyers can pick up great bargains
if they time their purchase correctly. However, potential buyers must
ensure that they know what they’re
buying, as there are no refunds
and no guarantees. Auctions are
the only true reflection of the real
value of an asset, as the buyers
won’t pay more than the item is
worth,” says Bester.
FASTER OPTION
“It’s also important to note that
speed of sale is one of the main
benefits of an auction, while other
factors such as convenience and the
safety of the seller also make it a

more attractive option than selling
out-of-hand. Companies can also
move equipment or stock in bulk
batches, or even sell all their stock
or assets in one auction.”

She adds that there is almost no
limit to what can be auctioned:
if someone wants it, they will go
out and buy it. Most auctioneers
sell moveable assets, including
furniture, tools, loose goods,
vehicles and plant hire equipment,
as well as immovable property in
the commercial and residential

markets, while others specialise
in the fine arts, wine and almost
anything else.
However, the most critical element
of the sale is choosing a professional
auctioneer who belongs to a
professional body like SAIA, which
ensures that its members adhere to
a strict code of conduct that obliges
them to conduct their business in a
fair and transparent manner.
PROFESSIONALS ONLY
“Dealing with SAIA members also
offers peace of mind in knowing
that the company’s is dealing with
trained, professional auctioneers
who have the required expertise
and infrastructure needed to
fetch the best prices and ensure
successful sales and prompt
payment,” says Bester.
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NEW CEILING TILES
Saint-Gobain’s Gyproc division recently launched a
new product in the ceilings category: the lightweight
Gyprex L ceiling tile. Targeted primarily at commercial institutions such as offices, education, healthcare
and retail developments, the new Gyprex L tiles,
locally manufactured in 6,4mm thickness, are easy to
handle and install.
“Gyproc South Africa’s range of ceiling systems
provides some of the most versatile design and aesthetic options in the market, while incorporating the
unique environmental properties of natural gypsum,”
says Paul Louw, product category manager: ceiling
solutions and metals. “The new Gyprex L ceiling tiles
are a great option for areas that require fit-for-purpose level vinyl ceiling tiles. Additionally, the tiles are
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available in two types of finishes, namely white vinyl
or fissured facing.”
Using the new cost-effective lay-in solution, a Gyprex
L ceiling tile will not sag when correctly installed and
is robust enough to be scratch- and dent-resistant.
Manufactured with a 100% recyclable gypsum core,
the low-maintenance tiles are easy to clean and
provide a degree of sound insulation.

“GYPROC SOUTH AFRICA’S RANGE OF
CEILING SYSTEMS PROVIDES SOME OF THE
MOST VERSATILE DESIGN AND AESTHETIC
OPTIONS IN THE MARKET.“
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THE VALUE OF
BUILDING-IN
APPLIANCES
Building contractors have been
building-in kitchen appliances in
houses across most parts of SA
for decades, with new types and a
wider variety of appliances making it
possible for them to add these as an
additional incentive to a house.
Jon Molyneaux, brand activation
manager of Miele SA, says that
although free-standing appliances
remain popular, on the high-end
scale, any well-dressed kitchen worth
its salt will boast integrated or builtin kitchen appliances throughout.
“There are so many aesthetic and
functional benefits of installing
built-in appliances that it’s easy to
understand why they’ve evolved
into a must-have design element for
today’s modern kitchens,” he says.

24

SOUTH AFRICAN BUILDER AUGUST 2021

INNOVATION

“As their name suggests, builtin appliances are incorporated
into the kitchen cabinetry, walls
or countertops for a modern,
sophisticated look. When
brought in as part of a design,
the appliances often have covers
with an exterior panel so that
they blend in seamlessly with the
surrounding cabinetry.”
However, he adds, it is important
to note that not all appliances
can be fully integrated. “Usually,
a good kitchen design will either
boast all built-in appliances, or a
mixture of integrated and built-in
ones. Large appliances such as
refrigerators, washing machines
and dishwashers, lend themselves
well to full integration, while
cooking appliances such as hobs,
ovens, microwaves, steam ovens
and cooker hoods are best left as
built-in units.”
The benefits of built-in appliances
include the ability to offer several
functional and design benefits that

free-standing appliances cannot.
These include:
SLEEK, GOOD LOOKS
As more kitchens are being
designed as open-plan spaces
that form part of larger living
areas, so the demand increases
for kitchens offering better
aesthetics which will not let the
side down visually.
Open-plan kitchen layouts
are where built-in appliances
really come to the fore, notes
Molyneaux: “The aim is to
create a sense of uniformity for a
satisfying and design-orientated

result. Take Miele’s Artline range
of appliances, for example – the
collection dispenses with handles
entirely to blend in seamlessly
with flush furniture fronts. The
range interprets the concept of full
appliance integration in a whole
new way – the function of the
handle on a conventional model
has been replaced by a sensor
that’s integrated into the fascia,
called Touch2Open technology.
“Gently touching this sensor
opens the motor-assisted door,
damping its action as it reaches
the fully open position. It’s all
about simplicity and diverting
the visual focus to cabinetry
details instead.
SPACE-SAVING
“By selecting built-in appliances
that would have normally been
positioned on countertops,
such as coffee machines and
microwaves, you not only free
up precious workspace, but are
able to install a wider selection of
appliances,” says Molyneaux.
“You can now select a variety
of appliances and create an
attractive and space-efficient
bank of built-in appliances along
one wall in your kitchen. Our
range of built-in appliances can be
installed in a variety of different
ways, including horizontally,
vertically or in a T-shaped
formation for a truly tailored
cooking solution.
“Our appliances are also designed
to match each other perfectly

“THE BENEFITS OF BUILT-IN APPLIANCES INCLUDE THE ABILITY TO OFFER SEVERAL
FUNCTIONAL AND DESIGN BENEFITS THAT FREE-STANDING APPLIANCES CANNOT.“
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across the entire product range,
allowing for seamless visual pairing.
BETTER FUNCTIONALITY
“An oven installed at eye level is far
easier to operate than one where
you have to bend down to look
inside. Built-in appliances therefore
allow you to choose to position
them, instead of their location
being dictated to you,” he says.
“This not only makes them easier
to use, but allows you to use up
otherwise awkward spaces in a
novel and efficient manner. For
example, why not install a small
built-in wine-cooler on one side of
your kitchen island? This is a great
use of space that would normally
be wasted.”
Due to the way built-in appliances
are installed, there are no gaps or

spaces between the kitchen
units and the appliances where
food or dirt can get trapped.
Molyneaux says this makes them
quicker and easier to clean, while
creating a more hygienic kitchen
space overall.
PROPERTY VALUES
“Many potential home-buyers
look for a nice kitchen, as this
room tends to be one of the most
expensive areas to renovate.
They’re willing to pay more for
a property with a beautiful, new
kitchen with integrated or built-in
appliance solutions.
“By investing in a reputable and
trusted kitchen appliance brand like
Miele, you’re investing in a defined
level of quality, craftmanship,
performance, sustainability and

“DUE TO THE WAY BUILT-IN APPLIANCES ARE INSTALLED, THERE
ARE NO GAPS OR SPACES BETWEEN THE KITCHEN UNITS AND
THE APPLIANCES WHERE FOOD OR DIRT CAN GET TRAPPED.”
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service, as well as in the brand’s
reputation which it’s carefully grown
over its lifetime.”
However, he adds that there are
certain factors to consider before
including built-in appliances in a
new kitchen. “Built-in appliances
will cost more to replace, so
it’s imperative to choose the
best-quality ones that you can
afford to ensure you enjoy their
maximum lifespan.
“They should be manufactured
and tested to last at least 20 years.
They should also be more energyand water-efficient to save you
money over their lifetime.
ERGONOMICS
“Another major consideration is
ensuring that the appliances are
silent and don’t vibrate when in
operation. Any movement when
operating could have disastrous
effects on the structure of the
cabinetry over time. Besides, you
don’t want to hear the appliances
doing their job when you’re
entertaining or enjoying a meal
with your family. Our dishwashers,
for example, operate at noise
levels from 42dB and deliver
consistently perfect results. This
is significantly quieter than normal
conversation.
“Modern kitchen appliances
have moved away from being
utilitarian machines that are purely
functional. Today appliances
are expected to be as efficient
as they’re attractive, blending
in seamlessly to the kitchen’s
cabinetry. Integration might
come at a slightly higher cost,
but the results make it more than
worthwhile in the long run,” says
Molyneaux.
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Concrete
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CONCRETE
MACHINES
FOR PRECAST
MANUFACTURING

(Left, right and top): Revaro
Concrete Equipment supplies
equipment to manufacture
almost every element of a house.

“THE COMPANY STOCKS A FULL RANGE OF MACHINES
FOR ALMOST ALL PRECAST CONCRETE REQUIREMENTS
AND DIVERSE PRECAST MATERIALS.”
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Suppliers to the building industry, as
well as contractors and developers
in rural areas, have access to a
wide variety of precast concrete
manufacturing equipment through the
country’s leading equipment supplier,
Revaro Concrete Equipment.
The company supplies a wide range of
concrete manufacturing machines to
manufacture almost every element of
a house from bricks to blocks, pavers
and retaining blocks, roof tiles, lintels,
hollow-core slabs and even concrete
pipes and poles.
It also caters for other construction
types, such as structural (eg bridges,
foundations, parking garages, retaining
walls, etc), as well as different types of
buildings like office blocks, hospitals,
shopping centres and schools.
The company stocks a full range
of machines for almost all precast
concrete requirements and diverse
precast materials, as well as a wide
range of sizes to make it affordable
for companies from start-ups to
established businesses.
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An example is its range of brick,
block, paver and retaining blockmaking machines, where the
company has anything from
basic manual types of machines,
electric, hydraulic and large rideon automatic egg layers to large
static manual, automatic and fully
automatic machines with elevator
and de-elevator, finger cart,
curing rooms and packers. These
machines can produce 7 000250 000 stock bricks, 5 400-162 000
pavers, 4 000-140 000 maxi bricks
and 1 440-40 000 15,24cm (6”)
hollow blocks per nine-hour shift.
Revaro Concrete Equipment
also supplies all the additional
equipment and machinery needed
to set up an entire production
plant and the loaders and forklifts
to move materials. The product
ranges available include:
• Brick, block, paver and retaining
block-making machines
• Kerb-making machines
o
		
		
		

Able to manufacture all
South African kerb stones up
to 1m in length. They come in
one- or three-head automatic

o Capacity: 400-1 500 per day
• Lintel and hollow-core slab plants
o Lintel capacity: 2 500-50 000
		 per day

• Mixers and batchers
o Batchers are able to batch
		 up to four different
		 aggregates automatically
		 with PLC. This eliminates
		 maintenance from boom
		scrapers
o Pan, twin-shaft and large		 volume planetary mixers
		n Capacity: 350-500L, 500			 1 500L and 1 500-3 250L
• Cone, jaw and hammer crushers
o
		
		
		
		
		
		

Crushing machines and
plants are especially
important in the precast
industry as they allow
manufacturers to re-use
concrete, thereby reducing
waste and operating costs

• Trolleys and stackers
• Composite and plywood pallets
o
		
		
		
		
		
		

Revaro composite production
pallets are produced from a
blend of proprietary highquality composite materials
and fibres and are the
most significant breakthrough
in production pallets

o
		
		
		
		

Local and imported pine
plywood of the highest
quality, treated with Revaro
wax oil and sealed with
phenolic waterproof glues

• Roll-forming and concrete roof
tile machines
o
		
		
		
		
		

Roll-forming is the process
of continuously bending steel
coils by passing them through
consecutive sets of rollers to
a desired shape for use in
building and construction

o
		
		
		
		

Concrete tile machines are
extremely versatile to
manufacture all South
African roof tiles with the use
of interchangeable moulds

• PC wire and strand
o
		
		
		

PC wire and strand is
mainly used in the
reinforcement and production
of pre-stressed concrete.

• Corrugated steel sheeting
o Steel coils, meaning sheet
		 metal in coil form, for use in
		roll-forming
• Forklifts
o Rough terrain, all terrain and
		 standard, from 2-10 tons
o Standard, from 2-35 tons
• Loaders
o 1,2-5-ton wheel-loaders
o 2-ton telescopic wheel-loaders
• Excavators
o 0,8-6-ton excavators

o Hollow-core capacity:
		 600-1 200 per day
• Pipe- and pole-making machines
o Pipe sizes: 250-3 000mm
o Pole sizes: Various
• Roof tile plants
o Hydraulic pressed or extruder
		 roof tile machines
o Capacity: 500-20 000 per day
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EXPORTS TO DRIVE
FURTHER GROWTH FOR
SYNTHETIC POLYMERS
Synthetic Polymers Ltd (SPL) recently completed
five years of operations – a period of rapid growth.
Despite the disruption of the pandemic, this relatively
young company is confident that the future holds
even more success for it, with exports among its key
priorities, says founder and MD Sanjeev Bhatt.
SPL is a member of the SA Paint Manufacturing
Association (SAPMA), of which Bhatt has been vicechairperson for many years.
Specialising in the production of resins and polymers
for the coatings sector, SPL entered the industry in
late 2015, but has already become an integral part of
the local coating market and also exports throughout
Africa. It is planning to boost exports further,
particularly via exposure at the forthcoming Coatings
for Africa major exhibition in Sandton, Johannesburg,
later this year. Among its production lines are a full

range of alkyds, thermoplastic and thermoset acrylics,
as well as amino and specialised resins used to
manufacture most solvent-borne coating applications.
SPL is based on a 3,6ha property in Krugersdorp,
Gauteng, built and designed specifically for mass
production of resins and polymers. The state-of-theart plant can produce a variety of resins in Germandesigned reactors of various sizes and has large storage
capacities for bulk raw materials and finished goods.
“The SPL fully equipped laboratory – with a modern
research and development centre – has a pilot plant
to polymerise various resins, as well as a full range
of instruments and equipment to ensure top-quality
control,” says Bhatt.
The company also has a sub-station and 440kVA
generator on site, as well as cooling towers/chillers,
thermic fluid heaters, fire water pump services and
a fire water dam. Its tank farm stores both liquid raw
materials and finished goods and, to ensure efficient
logistics, it has a bulk ISO-standard stainless steel tank
and trailer for resin deliveries.
(Below): Synthetic Polymers operates from a 3,6ha production plant, research
facilities and head office in Krugersdorp, Gauteng.

“SPECIALISING IN THE PRODUCTION OF RESINS AND POLYMERS FOR THE COATINGS SECTOR,
SPL ENTERED THE INDUSTRY IN LATE 2015, BUT HAS ALREADY BECOME AN INTEGRAL PART
OF THE LOCAL COATING MARKET AND ALSO EXPORTS THROUGHOUT AFRICA.“
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South African specialist end-to-end
infrastructure business, Dartcom,
has signed an agreement with
international solar technology giant
LONGi Solar for the distribution of
its solar panels in SA.
With continued constraints on
power, individuals and businesses
are seeking alternative power
solutions and solar is becoming
the most popular of these. The
demand for solar infrastructure
has further increased with
government’s recent decision
to increase the private capacity
generation limit to 100Mw.
“This partnership allows
Dartcom to provide world-class
solar products for residential,
commercial and industrial through
to utility scale projects in subSaharan Africa. It also dovetails
perfectly with the establishment
of our own renewable energy
division, Oragen Energy, which
will provide bespoke alternative
energy solutions to businesses
and consumers alike,” says
Dartcom CEO Brett Nash.
The deal will see Dartcom import,
warehouse and distribute various
product ranges of LONGi Solar
panels in bulk.
“A little-known fact is that
Dartcom, a level 1 B-BBEE
contributor, has grown to
become one of the largest and
most trusted suppliers of Li-Ion
batteries in South Africa. The
scale of Dartcom’s logistical and
distribution footprint across the
country enables it to purchase,
warehouse and transport large
quantities of stock at competitive
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NEW SOLAR PANELS

FOR AFRICA
pricing. Our intention is therefore
to leverage all our strengths to
achieve similar results with LONGi
Solar panels, providing worldclass solutions to our customers,”
says Nash.

LONGi is the world’s largest
solar company with a production
capacity of over 50GW. Breaking
the global shipment record by
shipping over 24GW of modules
around the world last year, LONGi
is dedicated to maintaining its
leadership in the manufacturing
of mono-crystalline silicon
products, delivering higher
efficiency to its partners. With its
partnership with Dartcom, it will
continue growing its footprint

in the African sub-continent to
ensure top-quality products are
delivered to the region.

“Dartcom is well-placed to
market these panels to South
African installers, EPCs and large
corporates looking to source
directly through its marketplace.
Oragen Energy can further
assist with project development,
solar design and engineering,
installation and construction,
operation and maintenance,
as well as providing funding
solutions for initiatives ranging
from rooftop to small land-based
and utility projects,” says Oragen
Energy’s managing director
Johan Cilliers.
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MAPEI is a trusted manufacturer and supplier of the highest quality building materials to
the construction sector. The MAPEI Group consists of 90 subsidiaries with 83 plants in five
continents.
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REBUILDING SOUTHERN AFRICA WITH MAPEI.
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Major renovations have been completed at one
of Tshwane’s most popular hotels, the more than
two-decades-old ANEW Hotel Centurion, which was
given a new look and improved styling and comfort.

ANEW CEO Clinton Armour says the group wanted to
ACOUSTICthe
INSULATION
enhance
old hotel, while still retaining itsBUILDING
architecISOLAMENTO ACUSTICO
EDILIZIA
ASPHALT PAVEMENTS
tural integrity, authenticity and charm. “For that, we

PAVIMENTAZIONI BITUMINOSE

SE

533

534

ADMIXTURES FOR CONCRETE

ADDITIVI
CALCESTRUZZO
needed to bring
in thePER
experts,
with interior designer
Caroline Wright doing an incredible job of reviving the
hotel. Apart from some cosmetic changes, we fitted
the hotel with new lifts, new air-conditioning and new
lighting, while535
we completely revamped public spaces
like the reception area, lounge bar, dining room and
deck,” he says.

“A lot of thought and care went into updating this
classic hotel. We tried to use as much of the existing
good furniture as possible, which is the right way to do
things from an environmental and sustainable point
WALL PROTECTIVE
AND DECORATIVE COATINGS
FINITURE COLORATE E PROTETTIVE
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ANEW Hotel Centurion has been renovated and restyled.
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of view. We also gave the hotel a
more modern, minimalist look and
feel. The result is a contemporary,
stylish and sophisticated space
that everybody will love. It’s
understated luxury all the way.”
URBAN CHIC
According to Wright, the focus
of the revamp was on using what
existed and making changes to
suit a more contemporary theme.
It was a matter of finding all the
right fabrics, which would work
with an old scheme. As such, an
urban chic feel was chosen, with
some personal touches and
décor elements to accentuate
the welcoming atmosphere of
the hotel.
“The exterior of the hotel was also
given a soft makeover. We added
300 string lights to the outdoor
patio area, creating a warm,
convivial and festive atmosphere
that draws guests in. The gardens
were also extensively revamped.
We went indigenous where we
could, which definitely helped
improve the area,” she says.
Project manager Walter Dhooge
highlights the importance of
upgrading the hotel’s lighting,
which is now all LED. “We tried to
be as energy-efficient as we could
in an old building. We used only
modern and contemporary lighting,
which has changed the face of
the hotel’s interior. Everything
is on dimmers, creating a nice,
welcoming mood that really comes
into its own in the evenings, and the
hotel’s personality makes a different
impact. Under the glow of the
lights, different seating areas can
be created, accommodating various
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guest needs. We wanted something
fresh, chic and welcoming, and we
achieved that,” he says.
FLOORS AND CEILINGS
In addition to the lighting, the
hotel floors and ceilings of all
public spaces were also re-done,

“THE HOTEL FLOORS AND
CEILINGS OF ALL PUBLIC
SPACES HAVE ALSO BEEN
RE-DONE, WITH LUXURY
WOOD-LOOK VINYL
TILING AND NEW CARPETS
THROUGHOUT.”
with luxury wood-look vinyl tiling
and new carpets throughout.
This, along with fresh coats of
paint in modern colours, basically
transformed the hotel. Hotel
rooms and suites also enjoyed
a soft refurbishment with new
lighting, recoloured walls,

different fabrics and beautiful
personal touches.
As one of Centurion’s most
prominent city hotels,
conferencing remains a big focus
at ANEW. The team worked hard
to create various stylish accents in
the lounges and dining rooms to
bring in the sophisticated business
offering expected at conference
hotels. Guests will find intimate
spaces where they can break
away with eight people, as well as
facilities for larger groups.
“We’ve created a hotel where
guests can have it all – a
great conference or business
meeting, followed by a bottle
of wine and dinner or a beer
on the deck outside during the
summer months. We also put up
workstations in the main dining
area, all decked out with plugs and
USB points for added convenience.
We’re in the business of keeping
guests happy throughout the day.
They now have no reason to leave
the hotel,” says Dhooge.
WELL SITUATED
The hotel is well-situated for
business and leisure. “We’re right
next to the Centurion Mall and
close to the train station. It’s an
up-and-coming node with a lot
of potential and we’re perfectly
positioned for growth in this
area. We also boast a new staff
complement. We hand-picked
a phenomenal team whose
passion and enthusiasm are
evident the moment one enters
the hotel. We’re really excited to
re-open and re-introduce ANEW
Hotel Centurion to local and
international guests,” says Armour.
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COVID-19 Special
Place an order on the awesome and well placed
Birkenmayer HB20 brick
and block machine plant
and receive up to 5%
discount or a spare set
of mixing tools for the
TM500 mixer.
Stock Bricks

19 000 / shift

Maxi Bricks

15 369 / shift

Rectangular
pavers

13 340 / shift

Interlocking
pavers

13 340 / shift

Hollow blocks
MB190

3 840 / shift

Hollow blocks
MB140

4 800 / shift

Hollow blocks
MB90

7 680 / shift

H Birkenmayer (Pty) Ltd, Reg. no. 1975/004367/07, 56 Steel Rd, Spartan, Gauteng. PO Box 83, Isando, 1600, South Africa
Tel: +27-11 970 3880. Cell +27 82 417 6893. E-mail: sales@birkenmayer.co.za. www.birkenmayer.co.za
Directors: S J Eirich*, R K Rohmann* (*Germany)
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An artist’s impression of Flagstaff Square.

NEW RETAIL CENTRE FOR

EASTERN CAPE
The Eastern Cape will soon have another showpiece retail
development when McCormick Property Development
(MPD) opens the doors to its latest initiative, the 11 500m2
shopping centre in Flagstaff.

Designed in conjunction with MDS Architecture, the
L-shaped building includes a covered open section and
a closed mall design. “It was important to ensure easy
access to both levels. As a result, Flagstaff Square has a
street-facing entrance with a pedestrian entrance via a bold
entrance portal into the building on one side, as well as
pedestrian access from the opposite direction with the same
treatment,” says Aki Savva, a partner at MDS Architecture.
The development has a massive catchment area and
Flagstaff is known locally as something of a trading post,
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with shoppers visiting it to buy bulk
supplies. Construction commenced
in November 2020 and the splitlevel shopping centre is expected
to be completed in October 2021.
“The building features a doublevolume space with a food court
on the upper level. On the lower
level, several shops face the public
area with covered walkways,
creating a comfortable interface
with pedestrians. Paving patterns
provide interest by evoking a
barcode in the layout design and
this element is repeated with
porcelain tiles indoors on the upper
floor, invoking the retail aspect of
a trading post with a modern twist.
The colour palette features white,
grey and earthy brown tones which
form a neutral backdrop in order
for the individual shops to shine,”
says Savva.
Robust materials have been
selected and kept true to their raw
state, including bricks and steel.
Large voids in the first-floor mall
slab allow for natural light from the
clerestory windows to penetrate
the mall level below. This assists
in creating an airy space in the
lower level and visually links

“ROBUST MATERIALS HAVE BEEN SELECTED AND KEPT
TRUE TO THEIR RAW STATE, INCLUDING BRICKS AND STEEL.”

the two levels. Clerestory glass
windows along the mall provide
soft southern light, helping to
illuminate the space.
A formal taxi rank in the parking
area will help make the mall a
meeting place and transport node

in the area. Anchor tenants are
Shoprite and Roots and the tenancy
is expected to include a mixture of
national and regional traders, as
well as individual businesses. Locals
will also no longer have to travel far
to find popular retail brands.
The lack of municipal water and
sewerage to the site prompted
the development team to create a
self-sustaining solution in the form
of borehole water and a sewerage
plant. This, too, is an area which is
very humid and has high rainfall.
“A large, swamp-like section of the
site complicated construction and
the engineers created a plan to
work around it,” says Savva.
(Left and above): Construction is underway at
the Eastern Cape’s latest retail development
in Flagstaff.
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STRONG FOCUS ON SUSTAINABILITY IN

CCSA’S NEW HANDBOOK
The 10th edition of Fulton’s
Concrete Technology, commonly
regarded as the South African
“concrete bible” and globally
recognised as a definitive
handbook on concrete, was
launched on 10 June this year by
Cement & Concrete SA (CCSA).
The latest edition of the
handbook comprises
37 chapters and features topics
such as materials and mixes,
concrete properties, manufacture,
site practice, quality control and
testing, as well as special concrete
and techniques. It is a hard-cover
book with a searchable electronic
flash card and is available to the
public, with members of CCSA
enjoying a discounted rate.
Bryan Perrie, CEO of CCSA, says
several years of intensive research
and co-ordination preceded
the publication of the revised
and updated Fulton’s Concrete
Technology, which was last
published in 2009. The authors of
the different chapters, selected to

40

offer a combination of experienced
and young professionals, were
drawn from a wide range of
backgrounds: academics and
researchers, concrete producers
and manufacturers, construction
material specialists and consulting
engineers.

He says the knowledge, experience
and insights into concrete
technology in the latest issue are,
as usual, directed at South African
conditions and will be welcomed
by concrete practitioners and
lecturers in diverse fields, as well
as students, for whom this is a
prescribed reference work.
The first three editions (19571964) of Fulton’s were written by
Dr Frederick Sandrock (“Sandy”)
Fulton, then director of the
forerunner of the Portland Cement
Institute, which now has Cement
& Concrete SA as its latest
incarnation.

ENORMOUS RESOURCE
“The 2021 Fulton’s contains a
wealth of new reference material
and – with 10 new chapters –
represents a significant update of
the previous edition. For example,
there’s a strong emphasis on
sustainability – an issue of global
concern in all sectors of the
industry,” says Perrie.

SPECIAL CONCRETES
“Subsequent editions of the
book were multi-authored
and multi-faceted because as
concrete evolved into a much
more complex material, it became
extremely difficult for a single
author to deal in suitable depth
with all aspects of modern
concrete technology. The fact that
more chapters than any other in
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the new edition deal with ‘Special
Concretes and Techniques’
illustrates this technological
expansion,” says Perrie.
The latest Fulton’s is edited
by Mark Alexander, emeritus
professor of civil engineering and
a senior research scholar at the
University of Cape Town. A past
president of the International
Union of Laboratories and Experts
in Construction Materials, Systems
and Structures, Alexander is
the author of several respected
concrete technology publications
and his experience has been
widely drawn on in a consulting
capacity, both here and abroad.
He points out that the latest
edition of the book comes at a
time of unprecedented change and

“THE 2021 FULTON’S
CONTAINS A WEALTH
OF NEW REFERENCE
MATERIAL AND – WITH
10 NEW CHAPTERS
– REPRESENTS A
SIGNIFICANT UPDATE OF
THE PREVIOUS EDITION.”
challenge in the world, including in
SA. “Tremendous demands will be
made of professionals in future to
address issues such as sustainability
of concrete construction, impact
of climate change and population
growth. This makes the need for
authoritative, relevant, accurate and
up-to-date information on concrete

– which remains the world’s most
used construction material –
absolutely vital,” says Alexander.
SUSTAINABILITY FIRST
“Sustainability is essential to
produce concrete in a manner that
meets the needs of the population
without irreparably damaging the
planet. Therefore, the sustainable
theme is present throughout the
book, with ‘Sustainability Focus’ in
all pertinent chapters.”
CCSA members can order a copy
of the new Fulton’s Concrete
Technology by email from:
info@cemcon-sa.org.za and nonmembers can purchase copies
from www.bidorbuy.co.za. Further
details are available from the
CCSA Information Centre on tel:
011 315 0300.
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THE USE OF COAL ASH IN COST-EFFECTIVE

ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Developers and road construction
contractors will be interested to
know that the use of ash for road
construction is not a new concept
and is extensively conducted in
Australia, India and the USA.

Coal ash is the product of coal
combustion or gasification and
South African industry produces
approximately 45 millions of tons
of these waste materials annually
in the form of gasifier, coarse and
fly ash. Although fly ash is a major
constituent of commercial ordinary
Portland cement, coal ash is now
being evaluated as a cost-effective
alternative material in road
construction applications.
Conventionally, road materials
are sourced from borrow pits in
the surrounding area. However,
suitable material is not always
available in proximity and may
have to be transported over
long distances. With most of
the coal industry being based in
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Mpumalanga, it makes economic
sense to utilise the coal ash in road
construction.

According to Dr Kelley ReynoldsClausen, chief consultant: projects
(water and ash) at Eskom RT&D,
ongoing research at the Council for
Scientific & Industrial Research is
evaluating how to optimally utilise
the coal ash from Eskom and Sasol

to achieve the aggregate grading
mixtures in order to achieve the
required engineering properties
for road construction. This work
will additionally evaluate coal
ash-constructed test road sections
under heavy vehicle simulation.
The results generated in these
studies will be utilised to develop
guidelines for the use of coal ash
products in road construction.

In addition, the use of fly ash alkali
activation and fly ash/gypsum
co-utilisation techniques will be
highlighted in the construction of a
road at Kendal Power Station. This
technique does not require the use
of large volumes of cement, but
will instead utilise the station’s ash
to construct the road.

“WITH MOST OF THE COAL INDUSTRY BEING BASED IN
MPUMALANGA, IT MAKES ECONOMIC SENSE TO UTILISE THE
COAL ASH IN ROAD CONSTRUCTION.”
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BEING A GOOD NEIGHBOUR

AND SUPPLIER
The need for good community
relations is becoming increasingly
important as our neighbourhoods
encroach on mining areas and
shortages of building materials
necessitate the establishment of
these quarries closer to business
and residential areas.

4. Identify specific groups such
as schools, hospitals, residents’
associations, business forums,
charities and other communitybased organisations and
engage via outreach programmes such as community
days and school visits.

Conversely, it is estimated that
individual South Africans require at
least 1,5 tons of aggregates each
per year to survive and thrive, which
means that communities cannot
simply wish these mines away.
They employ well over 500 000
workers directly and indirectly who
contribute to local economies.

5. Participate fully in local events
and support local communities
through sponsorships, fundraising and the establishment
of interest groups and forums.

2. Communicate continuously via
a dedicated website and
whatever other mediums are
practical and preferred by all
stakeholders.
3. Where possible, make use of
local forums and employment
portals to identify and hire local
skills. Also, make use of local
businesses, where possible.
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9. Identify all stakeholders within
the area and find ways of
working with them to ensure
a mutually beneficial relationship at all times. (See list of
possible stakeholders below.)
POTENTIAL
STAKEHOLDERS
• Alliance/Joint
venture partners
• Future recruits
• General public
pressure groups
• Client shareholders
• Government
• Residents’ associations
• Health and safety
executives

Quarries and building material
suppliers should ensure they
follow these nine rules to ensure
a harmonious relationship with
surrounding communities:
1. Include local communities
in future plans and keep them
informed of progress being
made towards sustainable
mining within their areas.

8. Likewise, the community may
be asked to maintain freeflowing traffic for mine vehicles,
report crimes and assist with
other activities to enhance the
safety and security of the area.

• Suppliers/Contractors
• Heritage regulators
• The media
• Contractor shareholders
6. Provide neighbours and
surrounding communities with
a rapid-response platform to
air grievances, complain and
seek feedback. Communication
has to be maintained both to
and from stakeholders and it is
important to do so timeously
and with due care.

• Local authorities

7. Establish ground rules that
should never be broken, such
as respecting quiet periods
when communities may be
resting, holding religious
gatherings, writing exams, etc.

• Neighbours

• Trade associations
(ASPASA)
• Clients’ customers
• Local authorities
• Nature regulators (ie
Wildlife Trust)
• End users of the
development
• Non-governmental
organisations
(Left): A typical quarry producing sand and
aggregates for construction purposes.
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Meet the requirements of SANS 10400 XA by specifying Eco-Insulation
as thermal and acoustic insulation of choice above the ceiling, or
pumped in under a flat roof. SABS Approved.
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CEMENT & CONCRETE SA RISE

TO NEW HEIGHTS
Cement & Concrete SA (CCSA) recently announced
that the new consolidated industry body is open for
business and is set to take the lead on all matters
relating to cement and concrete in South Africa.
A single non-profit entity, CCSA was established
through an extensive and thorough process of
engagement with various stakeholders to consolidate
The Concrete Institute, the Concrete Society of
Southern Africa and the Association of Cementitious
Material Producers.
The body will create long-term shared value and
industry growth in SA by driving collaboration, skills
development, innovation and the highest standards
in sustainable cement and concrete
materials and products.
INDUSTRY SUPPORT
Bryan Perrie, CEO of CCSA, says it
has been mandated to promote and
support the industry, drive growth and
deliver shared value through a unified
platform for cement and concrete.
“At a time when many conflicting
and ambiguous messages are shared
readily on various platforms, and
there’s a proliferation of sub-standard products and
services, the need for authoritative engagement with
all stakeholders is critical,” he adds.
A new and inclusive membership model will
make the portfolio of services offered by CCSA
available to individuals or corporates, either free
of charge or at members’ discounted rates. These
services include courses presented by the School
of Concrete Technology, access to the information
centre, attendance at technical events and webinars,
publications and hyperlinked listings on various
electronic sources.
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INTO THE FUTURE
Through its members, CCSA will create the
opportunity to build a healthier future through a
network of influencers. Working with industry roleplayers to develop the value propositions of cement
and concrete is one of the identified objectives of
the body. Other goals include promoting the valuecreation story of the cement and concrete industry
in SA, supporting research as a means of increasing
the ongoing expertise base and the promotion of
industry standards and audit compliance among
members and industry role-players.
On a more practical level, CCSA will grow industry
expertise and build capacity by developing and
offering courses, seminars and training
materials. The provision of information,
research, advisory and on-site
technical consulting services will be
another service offering available to
members.
CCSA’s dedicated focus on
committees will ensure that all relevant
areas are addressed with expertise
through consultation. The committee
structures will empower members to
guide and shape many of the services. The branch
committees of the erstwhile Concrete Society
of SA will be retained to ensure that CCSA has
ambassadors in various regions.
“We’re excited about the future of the cement and
concrete industry in SA. The staff of CCSA are ready
to discuss membership options and benefits. We’re
poised to add value and unlock opportunities for all
members and the industry at large,” says Perrie.
(Top): Bryan Perrie, CEO of CCSA.
(Above): The CCSA logo.
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AFFORDABLE HOUSING LESSONS

FROM KENYA
Buoyed by significant government
investment in the 2021/22 national
budget, combined with attractive
incentives for private developers,
the affordable housing sector in
Kenya is well set to provide attractive
opportunities to investors.

This is according to Vivian Ombwayo,
director of research and valuation
at Broll Kenya. “The affordable
housing sector in Kenya offers
developers an opportunity to
diversify their portfolios, especially
those concentrating mainly on the
commercial-user space. It means
they’re able to diversify into the
residential sector, thanks to attractive
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government incentives,” comments
Jess Cleland, COO outside of
SAA, valuations and intel at Broll.
Ombwayo and Cleland presented a
research report on the sector at the
eighth annual East Africa Property
Investment (EAPI) Summit from 5-9
July this year.

The research report was co-sponsored
by API Events. Leading Pan-African
professional real-estate service
provider the Broll Property Group is a
long-time sponsor of Africa Property
Investment (API) Events, the leading
(Right, from top): Vivian Ombwayo, director of
research and valuation at Broll Kenya and Jess Cleland,
COO outside of SA, valuations and intel at Broll.
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event and thought leadership platform in African real
estate. With operations in 13 countries across the
continent, Broll is at the forefront of shaping the East
African property industry by using the EAPI platform to
share insights from its experience.
TEAM EFFORT
Ombwayo highlights that the abundant housing
opportunities in Kenya also allow complementary
users to be included in affordable housing projects,
such as retail, office, institutional and medical. This
means that ultimately, despite having to manage their
revenue and cost carefully, private developers are
able to achieve a healthy return from comprehensive
affordable housing projects.
Another factor to be considered is the social impact of
affordable housing, stresses Ombwayo. “We have many
developers, such as those in the private equity space,
who’re heavily involved with the social benefits that
such projects afford local communities. There are no
better projects than affordable housing in this regard.
“It starts off by elevating the living standards of endusers, especially in the light of the Covid-19 pandemic,
given that health is associated with housing. It also
increases the country’s employment rate, reduces
the crime rate from the community receiving social
revenue from such projects and facilitates overall
community integration. In addition, the associated
training and development programmes are highly
beneficial to local communities.”

“THE TRYING TIMES OF THE PANDEMIC HAVE
OPENED OUR EYES TO THE IMPORTANCE OF
QUALITY HOUSING, WHICH IS LINKED TO
HEALTH AND WELL-BEING.”
KEY DEFINITIONS
While there is no formal definition of what constitutes
affordable housing in the Kenyan property market,
according to the Kenya Mortgage Refinance Company
Plc, the ceiling for a typical three-bedroomed unit is
KES4 million. “However, it’s very much dependent
on the developers themselves, who often base the
definition of affordable housing not on cost alone, but
also on the proximity to socio-economic amenities,”
notes Ombwayo.
The demand base of low- to middle-income earners,
which accounts for more than half of the economically
active urban population, lends a real impetus to the
demand for affordable housing. For example, an
online affordable housing platform developed by the
government, known as Boma Yangu, has clocked up
over 320 000 subscribers to date.
“While private developers are finding it very tight to
maintain the ceiling of KES4 million, we’re not really
seeing any projects offering anything above the
standard typology of three-bedroomed apartments,”
adds Ombwayo. The cost of land within the major
(Top left, left and above): Affordable housing in Kenya provides
opportunities for developers who measure cost, available land and socioeconomic conditions to determine the need for such projects.
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urban centres is increasingly pushing developers to
the outskirts, where the main attraction is the ready
availability of relatively cheaper land.
FINAL PRICE
“The lion’s share is being taken up by government
projects at the moment. This is mainly driven by

availability of land. Land cost is a very important
aspect when it comes to affordable housing, coupled
with innovative ways of minimising overall projects
costs, such as alternative building technologies. The
private sector has yet to catch up, but there’s been a
lot of traction in recent years, especially as it attempts
the tricky balance of cost versus the final price of a
unit,” explains Ombwayo.
She highlights that her outlook for the sector remains
“very promising”. This is largely due to the fact that, as
part of the Affordable Housing Initiative contemplated
under the Big Four Agenda, the Kenyan government
has set aside KES13,9 billion for that programme.

(Above): A residential area in a Kenyan City.

“The trying times of the pandemic have opened our
eyes to the importance of quality housing, which
is linked to health and well-being. The affordable
housing sector offers scope for developers not
only to add to their revenue base, but also to play a
significant role in managing the spread of the virus,”
says Ombwayo.
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